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COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


Numeser VII. 


TugsDay, 20 November, 1792. 


; 
Asvuxoy tae, Atuxey Te Depos, xaos xtsue Peposra 


"Hyxes xs QOivorwpov, CALLIM, 


How glad the hours, when Spring her fragrance fheds, 
And Summer wantons o’er luxuriant meads ! 

Yet Spring and Summer foon refign their reign 

To drear NovgeMBER and his wintry train ! 








Ir has frequently been obferved by wri- 
ters, who have ftudied mankind, that the love of 
pleafure, of profit and of fame, are the three great 
{prings of human action. All of thefe, however, 
may be confidered as different modifications only of 
the fame fubftance ; the thirft of gain and the defire 
of reputation being alike reducible to that eager ap- 
petite for pleafure, whichis natural to Man. Fame 
{timulates him to the exertion of his powers by the 
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pleafurable fenfations, which fuccefs once attained 
has excited in his bofom: and if we enquire into 
the motive, which actuates the breaft of Induftry, 
we fhall find, that they, who encounter danger and 
fatigue in the accumulation of wealth, are animated 


to perfeverance by the profpect of future enjoyment, 
however remote from the prefent hour. 


Yet tho’ Pleafure is the great mover of the foul, 
the caufe of its activity, and the deftined reward of 
our toil, fhe appears to her votaries under different 
forms, and inftructs us to purfue her thro’ different 
paths. To the voluptuary her air is volatile and 
gay: to him fhe points out the magnificence of 
courts and the dazzling ornaments of royalty : and 
whifpers to him, that he who would be happy, 
muft forfake the vale of obfcurity for the eminence 
of ambition and the fummit of power. To others 
her afpect is placid and ferene; thefe fhe offers to 
conduct to happinefs thro’ the ftill and unfrequented 
ways of Philofophy ; and affures them, that they, 
who feek permanent felicity, muft relinquifh high 


and intenfe delights for the penfive joys which flow 
from Contemplation. 


Ir is, therefore, of the utmoft importance, that 
we fhould cherifh in our breafts fuch a defire of 
pleafure as may be indulged, at leaft, with fafety. 
Moft of the amufements, which folicit our regard, 
are of {uch a tendency, that we call thofe innocent, 
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which are not fraught with certain mifchief: and 
tho’ we cannot for a moment hefitate in our choice 
between the enmity of a declared foe and the indif- 
ference of neutrality ; yet if we can fo far model 
our natural frame of mind, as to acquire a relifh 
for amufements, which exalt our conceptions and 
refine the heart, furely the bare poflibility of fuccefs 
will juftify us in making the experiment. The 
objects of Nature and the works of the Creation have 
rarely been contemplated without producing thefe 
effects. He, who can prefer a folitary walk in the 
fields to the noife of a tavern, and can derive greater 
fatisfaction from the operations of his own mind 
than from the unmeaning converfation of mixed 
aflemblies, muft, at leaft, be allowed to poffefs a 
foul, which is open to improvement. “ The love of 
Retirement”, fays the immortal Fobu/on, “ has, in 
“all ages, adhered clofely to thofe minds, which 
“have been moft enlarged by knowledge or elevas 
“ ted by genius.”” Nor is the truth of this remark 
rendered at all more queftionable by the paucity of 
thofe, for whom Retirement has charms. 


Few know that elegance of foul refin’d, 

Whofe foft fenfation feels a quicker joy 

From Melancholy’s fcenes, than the dull pride 

Of taftelefs fplendour and magnificence 

Can e’er afford. T. WARTON. 
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The few, however, to whom habit or education 
has givena relifh for ferious paftime, cannot feel a 
vacuity of mind, or dearth of moral amufement, at 
this feafon of the year, when Nature difcovers the 
fymptoms of decay, and the Creation feems to 
fhrink from the violence, which annually defolates 
its beauty. There is not, perhaps, a more abun- 
dant fource of contemplative pleafure, than an au- 
tumnal vifit to thofe retreats, which we were accuf- 
tomed to frequent amidft the luxuriance of fummer. 
The change of foreft f{cenery from gaiety to naked. 
nefs, the melody of the groves hufhed at the ap- 
proach of winter, and the fullen afpect, which has 
already begun to obfcure the face of the vegetable 
world, infufe into the breaft a pleafing melancholy 
and awaken the foul to folemn reflection. Altera- 
tions, which rufh on the eye all at once after an in- 
terval of afew weeks abfence, ftrongly remind us 
of the lapfe of time and of the flight of many mo- 
ments, which have paffed by us unheeded. The 
tree, which fo lately defended us from the heat with 
its exuberant branches, now rears its defencelefs 
head to the ftorm ; and the devious path, which 


not long fince we purfued with liftlefs fteps, is now — 


with difficulty recognifed, from the different appea- 
rance of the neighbouring objects. Thus we are, 
jn an inftant, tranfported to paft fcenes ; images, 
which had infenfibly vanifhed from the mind, are 
brought back in review before it ; and as Memory 
rarely dwells on fenfatiens ef pain or difguft, we are 
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now prefented with ideas, which are calculated to 
infpire pleafure, and which are divefted of fome un- 
eafinefs, with which, it is probable, that they were 
formerly attended. It is for this reafon, that a 
fummer Evening’s walk by the fide of a river, ora 
noontide vifit to fome favorite wood, now recurs to 
our recollection with charms, which it did not pof- 
fefs, when enjoyed. ‘Thefe are alfo heightened by 
the force of comparifon. To the ruffled ftream we 
oppofe the fmooth furface of the brook ; and the 
Jaft lingering remains of foliage are contrafted with 
the thick and impenetrable fcreen, which bade de- 
fiance to the rays of the fun. 


Tue agreeable images, therefore, which a walk 
in the Country at this feafon of the year, raifes in 
the mind, are now revived rather than originally 
produced. The terrible graces and the gloomy 
majefty of November muft, of themfelves, excite 
emotions of pain and forrow; nor is the howl of 
the blaft fo well adapted to tune the foul to joy, as 
the concert of the feathered creation: yet the for. 
mer, however forlorn, are capable of affording us 
a penfive pleafure, by recalling thofe happier hours, 
when Spring gladdened us with its fragrance and 
Summer invited us to the fhade. 


Bur the generality of my Readers are, probably, 
looking forward to the enfuing feafon, rather than 
amufing their imaginations with a retrofpect of that, 
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which has lately elapfed. The prefent month ad- 
monifhes us to provide for the future, as well as to 
review the paft. While fummer is faintly brought 
back to our remembrance by the {mall reliques of 
vegetable beauty ftill vifible, the whiftling of the 
wind againft our habitations, and the driving of the 
rain againft our windows, tell us, in forcible lan- 
guage, that Winter and all his icy train are rapidly 
advancing. The approaching period is feldom, I 
believe, heartily welcomed, unlefs by thofe who re- 
fide in the metropolis, and who are enabled by the 
favour of Fortune to give the reins to luxury and 
diffipation. Yet 1 would not have my friends in the 
Country at all dejected by the profpeét before them, 
or imagine, that he, who properly regulates his ha- 
bits, may not difcover fources of rational entertain- 
ment in Lincolnfbire as well as in London, and no lefs 
when the Sun isin Capricorn than when he is in Cancer. 


The Poets have, in all ages, fpoken of the cold - 


months of the year, like men, who knew the com— 
forts of a warm fire-fide, and could turn to good ac- 
count thofe hours, which the inclemency of the 
weather prevented them from pafling in fields and 
groves. One of the moft ancient Greek writers, whofe 
works are yet extant, gives us this leffon: 


Tlae 3 48; KX AARELOY Qwxov xecs tor” oAte Atoxny 
Qe» Xesjatpon, UTolt xpuos avepars e bp’Yor 


Ioxaves, 





HESIOD, 


«¢ In the winter, when the froft keeps thee within doors, ge 
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«*to thy arm-chair, and enjoy before a warm fire the com- 


¢¢ forts of converfation.” 


Tue gay Roman has left us advice to the fame 
effect in a well-known paflage : 


Diffolve frigus, ligna fuper foco 
Largé reponens.— HOR. 





Now melt away the winter’s cold, 
And larger pile the chearful fire. FRANCIS, 


and to convince us, that December did not deprefs 
his fpirits or cloud his gaiety, he difplays thro’ the 
whole Ode the fame joyous and feftive humour, as 
when he hails the Zephyrs, or welcomes the return of 
May. 


But the poets of our own nation feem more ex- 
prefsly to have declared their attachment to the 
feafon, which is now commencing. 


O Winter, ruler of th’ inverted year, 
I love thee, all unlovely as thou feem’ft, 
And dreaded as thou art. COWPER. 





I might go on to produce other teftimonies in fa- 
vour of the wintry months, collected from the wri- 
tings of thofe, who have been moft famed for their 
wifdom; but I do not recollect that in the 
whole courfe of my reading I ever met with a fingle 
fentence in praife of winter, whicn came from the 
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pen of a lady, notorious for her love of whiff, or 
from that of a gentleman, who was a mere fox-hun- 
ter. lLafcribe this general filence on their part to 
the heavinefs, with which they pafs their time; 
in the fame manner as I impute the unanimous 
fuffrage of the Poets to an oppofite caufe. I fhall, 
therefore conclude my prefent fpeculation with ex- 
horting all my Readers, both male and fema’ , to 
devote the leifure of the enfuing feafon to fuch 
pleafures and amufements as will leave fome impref- 
fion on the memory at a diftant period. Thus may 
four dull months be made to glide chearfully away, 
till Spring fhall vifit us again ;—and to thofe, who 
can fuperadd the pleafing recollection of a winter 
rationally and ufefully employed, even Spring fhall 
difcover augmented beauty, and fhine with unufual 
luftre. 


U. 


To Correfpondents. 


W. G.’s obliging letter is not admifhible into this publication for 
two reafons ; it is only a critigve on the gd No. of the C. S., by 
the infertion of which no progrefs would be made in the work ; 


aie © ook . " ‘ 
and it is alfo fo“éncomiaftic that it would certainly be attributed—= 
not to W. G, 


If Jack FRANK y intended to be civil, he is thanked for his 
civility, 














